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Queensborough Community College, CUNY, has a 
highly diverse student population:   
 
Ø  In Fall 2015, students reported 132 countries of birth and 78 

native languages. 

Ø  The top ten countries of birth for all students reporting were:  USA, 
China, Jamaica, Guyana, Bangladesh, Dominican Republic, South 
Korea, Haiti, Ecuador, and Columbia. 

Ø  The top five languages other than English were: Spanish, Chinese, 
Korean, Bengali, and Urdu.  

 
Data from QCC Factbook 2015-16 





FRESHMEN ENROLLMENT TRENDS FALL 11 TO FALL 15 



NATIVE LANGUAGES SPOKEN BY FRESHMEN 



Queensborough Community College, CUNY, offers 
instruction in seven languages other than English: 

Ø  Arabic 

Ø  Chinese 

Ø  French 

Ø German 

Ø Hebrew 

Ø  Italian 

Ø  Spanish 



Two academic programs have Foreign Language requirements (two 
sequential courses), both with strong enrollments: 

 
 
Program Fall 11 Fall 12 Fall 13 Fall 14 Fall 15 Change  

F12 to F15 
AS - Criminal Justice AS 1,173 1,225 1,254 1,330 1,243 18 +1.5% 
AA - Liberal Arts & Sciences 5,323 5,167 5,464 5,511 5,002 (165) -3.2% 
Total matriculated enrollment 15,157 14,101 14,362 14,198 13,694 (407) -2.9% 
 
Fall 2011 was an unusually large enrollment, so changes are noted from Fall 2012 to Fall 2015. 
 
 



QCC Foreign Language Enrollments Fall 11 to Fall 15 
 

Fall 11 Fall 12 Fall 13 Fall 14 Fall 15 Change F12 to F15 
2,997 2,966 2,646 2,206 2,065 (901) -30.4% 

 
Ø From Fall 2012 to Fall 2015, enrollment in Language courses 

dropped from 2,966 to 2,065, a 30.4% loss.  
   

Ø The biggest losses were in German, Hebrew, Italian and 
French.  
 

Ø Foreign language enrollment drop was far greater than for 
college as a whole, or for the two programs which require 
foreign languages. 



Considerations 
 
Shorter term -  
§  Placement and registration 
§  General Education core 
§  High Impact Practices; Global and Diversity Learning and Service 

Learning 
§  Culture courses 
Longer term -  
§  Globalization of curriculum 
§  Expertise in language acquisition 
§  Pedagogical prowess 
§  New languages 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For questions, contact Karen Steele at ksteele@qcc.cuny.edu. 


